In the nineteenth century, women had developed interests and organizations that paved the way for their work in the conservation and reform movements of the progressive era. Literary clubs oriented toward culture drew women together for mutual improvement and shared experiences, while the women's rights and abolition movements exposed them to the political process and the public arena. Leisure time had afforded middle and upper-class women opportunities for botanizing, gardening, birdlore, and camping. Propelled by a growing consciousness of the panacea of bucolic scenery and wilderness, coupled with the need for reform of the squalor of the cities, women burst vividly into the public arena in the early twentieth century as a force in the progressive conservation crusade. 3 Who were these women of the conservation movement? What were their accomplishments, objectives, and ideals? How did they interact with the men who promoted conservation? What ideological framework did they bring to the crusade and to the conflicts that developed within it?
I. Feminist Conservation The General Federation of Women's Clubs
In 1900, Mrs. Lovell White of San Francisco, (Fig. 1) , the brilliant, dynamic founder and president of the women's California Club, took up the cause of forestry. Founded at the home of Mrs. White on a cold rainy evening in 1897 in the wake of the first and abortive California suffrage campaign -a campaign "brilliant, rich in experiences" with a "a spirit of wholesome comradeship," -the California Club merged in January of 1900 with women's clubs throughout the state to form the California Federation of Women's Clubs. With Mrs. Robert Burdette of Pasadena as president and Mrs. White as vice-president at large, the first meeting was steeped in conservation ideals. 4 "The preservation of the forests of this state is a matter that should appeal to women," declared Mrs. Burdette in her opening address. "While the women of New Jersey are saving the Palisades of the Hudson from utter destruction by men to whose greedy souls Mount Sinai is only a stone quarry, and the women of Colorado are saving the cliff dwellings and pueblo ruins of their state from vandal destruction, the word comes to the women of California that men whose souls are gang-saws are meditating the turning of our world-famous Sequoias into planks and fencing worth so many dollars." The forests of the state, she went on, were the source of the state's waters and together they made possible the homes and health of the people of California. "Better one living tree in California, than fifty acres of lumberyard. Preserve and replant them and the State will be blessed a thousandfold in the development of its natural resources . . ." ' In the years that followed, Mrs. White, as President of the California Club's Outdoor Art League, President of the Sempervirens Club, and later Chair of the Forestry Committee of the General Federation of Women's Clubs made a national reputation "working unceasingly in behalf of forestry." "Whenever her name is associated with any project," asserted a tribute to her in 1906, "it is looked upon as a guarantee of success for the very good reason that she has engineered so many undertakings by her executive strength and progressive spirit. "6 In 1900 Mrs. White became alarmed by a report that the Calaveras Grove of Big Trees in the Stanislaus watershed of the western Sierra, discovered in 1850 and of world renown, was scheduled for cutting by an eastern lumber firm. The Big Trees, (Sequoia gigantea), were the largest known redwoods in existence, many measuring over 12 feet in diameter with bark up to two feet thick. 7 In February of that year, Mrs. White asked Mrs. A.D. Sharon, a club member who was in Washington, to request the introduction of a joint resolution in Congress calling for the acquisition of the grove on behalf of the public. Success was immediate and too good to be true! In March Mrs. White received a telegram from Mrs. Sharon: "Bill passed House Friday, Senate Monday, President signed Tuesday." 8 Mrs. White soon realized that the bill had only authorized negotiation to purchase. No funds had been appropriated. But with cutting delayed owing to the owner's cooperation with the law, Mrs. White as president of the Outdoor Art League began a nationwide campaign for purchase of the trees as a national park. The upshot was the formation of the Sempervirens Club (later known as the Save the Redwoods League) composed of men and women under the guiding hand of Mrs. White who were dedicated to saving the area from the saw. After securing an option on the land, the club conducted an education campaign through photographs, circulars, newspapers, schools, civic organizations and the women's clubs. A bill introduced into the state legislature in 1901 was bitterly opposed by business interests, lumber companies, and politicians. Finally the Assembly, convinced by public opinion, passed the bill and the Senate followed by a narrow margin. Through a statewide telegram campaign, intense pressure was put on the governor to sign in the last days of the veto period, and finally Big Basin became a state redwood park. '2 Recognizing the need for trained men to manage and protect the state forests, the women of the California Club in 1903 drew up a bill to be introduced into the State Legislature to establish a School of Forestry at the University of California, Berkeley. At that time the only three schools of forestry in the U.S. were all on the East Coast, and West Coast forests presented special problems. In her plea to club women to use their influence to support passage of the bill, Mrs. George Law Smith, president of the forestry section of the California Federation argued, "The need of guarding against forest fires and of lumbering the tracts, so that the industry may be permanent, necessitates the establishment of a School of Forestry where a sufficient corps of trained men may be graduated to take charge of the forests and administer them scientifically . . . In view of the vast and many sided interests involved your help is solicited to secure from the Legislature an appropriation to establish a school of forestry at the University of California, Berkeley.""3
While these efforts were underway in California, across the country in Minnesota, Mrs. Lydia Phillips Williams of the Minnesota Federation was organizing a repeal of the "Dead and Down Timber Act" in order to save the Chippewa Forest Reserve from "Board Feet" lumbermen. With Mrs. Mira Lloyd Dock, a "whirlwind" on the Pennsylvania Forestry Commission and fifty other women, Mrs. Phillips chartered a steamer for an excursion into the reserve to create publicity for the repeal. Predictably, one of the two available steamers was discovered to have blown a boiler, while the other had been engaged a few hours before by a lumberman for a week. Undaunted, the women engaged the aid of a visiting boiler inspector, blacksmiths, carpenters, and plumbers who readied the ailing steamer for departure the following noon. '4 Soon after setting out, they discovered a number of beautiful old pines that had been burned at the root, thereby qualifying for cutting under the act. "Not a leaf, twig, or grass blade was scorched, there was no sign of tramp or camper, but on examining the burning in the noblest tree of all the group, we discovered a small kerosene lamp almost melted down." That trophy of the expedition became the symbol of the women's campaign to save the reserve. '5 Upon their return, women were sent to Washington to interview wavering congressmen who favored the Dead and Down Law. They told them: " 'We represent the State Federation of Women's Clubs, which has a membership of between six and seven thousand and you know that six or seven thousand women represent six or seven thousand husbands and a few thousand sons who will possibly vote as their fathers vote.' Some two weeks later, having retired from the field, we dared to send a batch of petitions to this same member and received his gracious reply: . . . 'I desire to assure you, if I can advance the interests of the forest reserve movement in any way, command my service at any time.' "" Nationally, the General Federation of Women's Clubs, founded in 1890 had been active in forestry since the turn of the century as part of a felt obligation to become informed on the most urgent political, economic, and social issues of the day. Selecting women in each state who were familiar with the principles of forestry to head the clubs' forestry committees, local members first conducted campaigns to save waste paper and clean up their towns and cities. They formed coalitions with civic organizations engaged in the beautification of yards, vacant lots, school yards, and public buildings by planting trees and shrubs. Following the example of German women, with whom they corresponded, they planted long avenues of shade trees. They also worked toward the acquisition and preservation of wooded tracts of land wherein "Nature should be left unrestrained. " " Local forestry committees formed study groups that emphasized both aesthetic and utilitarian aspects of forestry as the conservation of wood and water. The Forest Service provided literature and sent guest lecturers on trees and forestry to club meetings. Century magazine supplied them with articles on conservation, while local libraries were encouraged to acquire books on forestry. With these aids women avidly identified individual species and studied family characteristics and uses. Some, with the aid of a microscope, went on to study individual parts or to count tree rings. Others prepared topics for discussion or conducted research in the mythology and poetry associated with a given species. ' The star of Pennsylvania's conservation efforts was Mira Lloyd Dock, the only woman to become a Pennsylvania State Forestry Commissioner. In 1897 she presented a paper on "Forestry" to the Federation of Pennsylvania Women, and an important 1904 paper became a standard reference for local forestry committees. In 1912, as vice-chairman of the Federation's Conservation Department she presented a lengthy summa-tion of conservation efforts in Pennsylvania that included many achievements of women. 22 In 1886, she reported, the Pennsylvania Forestry Association was organized by "some ladies of Philadelphia." Thereafter women were active in the effort to authorize the State Forest Reserves, initial purchases for which were made in 1897. In 1911 the Pennsylvania School of Horticulture for Women was created to provide practical education in field, laboratory, and greenhouse work as well as marketing, and Dr. Caroline Rumbold, who had graduated from the University of Munich, was put in charge of a special state commission for eradication of the Chestnut tree blight with an operating budget of $275,000. 23 The If we do not follow the most scientific approved methods, the most modern discoveries of how to conserve and propagate and renew wherever possible those resources which Nature in her providence has given to man for his use but not abuse, the time will come when the world will not be able to support life and then we shall have no need of conservation of health, strength, or vital force, because we must have the things to support life or else everything else is useless. 30 The forest, she observed, provided the basic support system on which life depended -it made humus, conserved soil minerals, prevented soil and wind erosion, staved off pollution, and through the marvelous action of chlorophyll converted "carbonic acid gas" (CO2) into pure air. Water conservation was equally essential because water power conserved coal which in turn "conserves the purity of our atmosphere. Mrs. Lydia Adams-Williams, (Fig. 2) , a self-styled feminist conservation writer and member of the Women's National Press Association was particularly vociferous in her efforts to popularize women's accomplishments. Her article "Conservation -Women's Work," (1908) in which she characterized herself as the first woman lecturer and writer on conservation, complained that "man has been too busy building railroads, constructing ships, engineering great projects, and exploiting vast commercial enterprises" to consider the future. Man the moneymaker had left it to woman the moneysaver to preserve resources. She placed women's role in conservation squarely in the context of feminist history:
To the intuition of Isabella of Spain, to her tenacious grasp of a great idea, to her foresight and her divine sympathy the world is indebted for the discovery of a great continent for the civilization we enjoy today and for the great wealth of resources . . . And as it was the intuitive foresight of a woman which brought the light of civilization to a great continent, so in great measure, will it fall to woman in her power to educate public sentiment to save from rapacious waste and complete exhaustion the resources upon which depend the welfare of the home, the children, and the children's children. On the state and national levels the Congress worked to support rivers and harbors bills on waterway development and urged passage of the bill for the preservation of Niagara Falls in the spring of 1909. It pressed for clean shores and streams, held conferences and public gatherings to educate the public, and sent lecturers to churches to preach on the "moral standpoint" of conservation. 38 On a local level the members focused on introducing conservation education into the schools, conveying to the nation's children their responsibility to save the country's natural resources. The Congress sponsored essay contests and met with teachers and clubs in an effort to create public awareness. The chapter in Honolulu worked with senior high school Still, however, the sale of white "aigrette" feathers increased at such an unprecedented rate that white egrets and "snowy herons," seemed doomed to extinction. All known rookeries were continually pillaged during the breeding season when the beautiful "nuptial" feathers (or aigrettes) appeared, with death to the parent and certain starvation for the young. After feathers were pulled, the birds were left to die or tied up as decoys 
II. Conservation Ideology The Conservation Trilogy
Although the women of the organizations represented at the National Conservation Congresses were public activists in their local communities, they nevertheless accepted the traditional sex roles assigned to them by late nineteenth century American society as caretakers of the nation's homes, husbands, and offspring, supporting rather than challenging the two spheres ideology of the nineteenth century.
At the National Congresses, women repeatedly called on the traditions assigned them by society in justifying the public demands they were making. Unwilling and unable to break out of these social roles, and supported by the men of the Congresses, they drew on a trilogy of slogans -conservation of womanhood, the home, and the child.
The Conservation of True Womanhood
The "conservation of true womanhood" was a subject repeatedly stressed by women at the Conservation Congresses. Mrs Although the women who attended the National Conservation Congresses were speaking out on public affairs of interest to the nation's welfare, they were limited in their influence on legislation through lack of the vote. By the time of the conservation congresses, several states (Colorado, Idaho, Wyoming, and Utah) had given women the vote and a nationwide women's suffrage campaign was underway. Mrs. Scott of the DAR noted the possibility that women might sometime in the future "undertake, in addition to their other duties, the heavy responsibilities of the voter and political worker."'3 Although women representatives at the congresses did not have a platform that related suffrage to conservation, nevertheless, the issue was frequently mentioned. 74 Although the General Federation of Women's Clubs did not take an official position on the extension of the vote to females until late in the suffrage movement, the issue was raised at the Federation's Tenth Biennial (1910). In her speech on "Equal Suffrage," Miss Kate N. Gordon, Vice-President of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, cited the census of 1900 that had revealed that 117,632 more women than men in the United States were literate with the ratio constantly increasing owing to the vast influx of illiterate male immigrants. Women, she argued, should have the right to express an opinion through suffrage on matters of vital importance to their lives. Taxes, the milk supply, public health, education, and moral conditions were all issues that directly affected the sphere of the home, which through the female vote would be represented in the Legislatures. "We have never had a democracy," she asserted, "we have only had a sex oligarchy and . . . there are some men and women who are not satisfied with existing conditions resulting from a sex oligarchy ... We don't want a man-made world; we don't want a woman-made world, but we want a world where the opinions of men and women rate equally and then, and not till then, will we have a true democracy." 75 The anti-suffragists, however, also drew on conservation rhetoric -"the watchword of the hour" -in arguing against the extension of the quaintance with every tree, shrub and herb," of his "close study of the sequoias," and of his ancestor, John Clayton, "whom we all knew as the botanist for whom Claytonia was named." Assuring the club that he was not a "cold-blooded engineer, ignorant of forestry, and indifferent to beauty," while Muir although a poet and artist "could not speak with the authority of a sanitary engineer," she argued that health should come first and "then as much beauty as possible." She was convinced that she had "carried her audience completely" conveying to the women Manson's view that "monopolists professing to be interested in 'conservation' " were using the "holy word 'conservation' for conserving their own private interests."9'
Because President Taft The Sierra Club afforded women expanded opportunities for wilderness and on many club trips, female members began to outnumber males. More women than men had become members of the National Parks Association by 1929. 94 On a national level the conservation movement slackened during the second decade of the twentieth century, with the erosion of government backing, the narrowing of support for Gifford Pinchot and the professionalization of forestry and water-power engineering. Although women were not active in the professions or as visible on the national level as they had been at the height of the conservation crusade, their interest in 79 the creation of parks, gardens, and bird preserves did not vanish with the decline of organized conservation. The General Federation of Women's Clubs continued to maintain a Conservation Committee, and the Audubon societies provided women with avenues for leadership as secretaries and presidents of local chapters. Constituting approximately 35Vo of the Audubon national membership in 1905, the number of women had risen to slightly over 50%o by 1915.95 During the decade and a half that introduced the century, women's organizations had helped the nation to achieve enormous gains in the conservation of natural resources and the preservation of scenic landscapes. Yet the platform for promoting these objectives had been a mixed one. Working closely with the men of the movement, women frequently saw themselves as ideologically opposed to what they perceived as commercial and material values. Feminist and progressive in their role as activists for the public interest, they were nevertheless predominantly conservative in their desire to uphold traditional values and middle-class life styles rooted in these same material interests. These contradictions within the women's conservation movement, however, were in reality manifestations of the similar mixture of progressive and conservative tendencies that characterized the progressive era itself. ER nf'9 -ENDNOTES
